
CONCHITA'S DIARY

Part One

Conchita at the age of 13 when she started the Diary. The medals are
those given to her by people so that she may present them to be kissed
by Our Lady, one of the special features of the Garabandal apparitions.
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ing. It shows their lively faith in God and in the eucharistic
presence of Christ, since their first reaction in their fright
was to take refuge there. There may even be some prophetic
significance in it, since the Eucharist will eventually be re-
vealed as the principal element in the message of Gara-
bandal and Our Lady will frequently draw the girls in
ecstasy to the church.

The angel "shone brilliantly." Conchita will soon men-
tion "how dazzling" he was. She told the author on August
10, 1971, that Our Lady was always accompanied by
light, even greater than that of the angel.

Lucia in her Memoirs has described the angel who ap-
peared at Fatima three times in 1916 as gleaming most
brilliantly, like a crystal of great beauty through which the
sun's rays glisten. She described Our Lady as being "all of
light" and completely engulfed in light.

The fortuitous manner in which the four girls happened
to come together for the first apparition shows that there
was no preconceived plan or deceitfulness on their part.

In this same regard, it is significant that the four girls
were not particularly friendly with each other and had not
formed a closed group or clique among themselves prior
to the vision.

This is pointed out by Doctor Celestino Ortiz Perez of
Santander, a pediatrician specializing in child psychology,
who spent some fifty days at Garabandal over a period of a
year and a quarter. He made that observation in a medical
report of his direct personal investigations issued in
October, 1962.

The angel did not identify himself on this first visit. The
girls learned later that he was the archangel Saint Michael.
Is there any significance in the fact that this angel was
Saint Michael and not some other angel? The message of
Garabandal was not confined to the words spoken by Our
Lady to the girls. It was also imparted through persons,
places and events, as was brought out in the author's first
book God Speaks at Garabandal.
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God was trying to tell us something by his selection of
Saint Michael as Our Lady's precursor and messenger.
From the very start of the Garabandal event, our attention
was being immediately focused on its principal purpose,
the great struggle going on in the world and reaching a
particularly violent peak in our day between the forces of
good and forces of evil. God was setting the many hap-
penings that would occur at Garabandal in their proper
perspective by sending as their herald and forerunner
the mighty Michael who had successfully led the faithful
angels in their great struggle against Lucifer and the rebel-
lious heavenly spirits.

God was also reminding us, at a time when this was
needed, that spiritual creatures, both angels and devils,
do indeed exist. Joined to the coming of Our Lady that
would soon follow, it was a reaffirming of the invisible
universe and of spiritual realities which is always one of
the purposes of events like Garabandal and Fatima, where,
incidentally, the same Saint Michael was also used as a
precursor and secondary personage.

Monday, June 19 Disappointment and Reassurance
• The nineteenth arrived. By the time we'd gotten up, the
people had already started to talk, saying:

"Those four girls must have seen something because they
came down from the calleja with such an expression on their
faces!"

"It must have been one of those big birds [that they mistook
for something else], as it was getting dark," some commented.

"Or it could have been a tiny boy that approached them
as they were dreaming," others said.

In brief, everyone had his own thought on the matter, That
day, no one talked about anything else.

They asked us how he looked. Most happy to have seen
the beautiful figure, we were very glad to tell them, for there
were some people who doubted that it was true. We told them
how he looked, how he was dressed and how dazzling he was.
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It should probably be likened to the apparitions of the
angel and considered jointly with them as a preparation
for the coming of Our Lady. Lucia speaks of a somewhat
similar phenomenon which took place three times at
Fatima in 1915 and which she felt was a psychological
preparation for the three apparitions of the angel which
occurred in 1916. In Memoir IV, she mentions seeing a
strange cloud that was whiter than snow, transparent and
had a human form.

This blinding light is also an early intimation of the
great diversity that will constitute one of the most distinc-
tive characteristics of the Garabandal apparitions. The
unusual variety of the mystical phenomena experienced by
the children is one of the best guarantees of the authenti-
city of these apparitions. There is such a wide and unusual
diversity that it simply could not have been even imagined
by four unsophisticated and poorly educated mountain
girls living in a village almost completely cut off from the
rest of the world. And certainly much of it could never
have been simulated or induced by them. Conchita men-
tions that the parents did not allow the girls to go by them-
selves down the difficult four mile mountain road to the
parish center of Cosio. That is how isolated their lives had
been up to the time of the apparitions. Also, this particu-
lar phenomenon, the blinding light, seemingly without any
real purpose, does not seem to be the type of thing young
children would invent by themselves.

Wednesday, June 21 Clementina Gonzalez Becomes
Excited

• The twenty-first of June arrived. It went by like any other
day, although the people were beginning to believe a little
more.

That evening, having done all the chores we were supposed
to do, we asked our parents permission to go to the place
where the angel had appeared. Because people did not believe

us, we asked a woman, called Clementina Gonzalez, if she
would come with us so that she could see that it was true.

She was not eager to come since she did not believe in the
apparitions. So she asked another woman to come with her
because she didn't dare to go alone. The other woman, whose
name is Concesa, told her she would go.

Seeing them accompany us, some people decided to come
along too. On arriving at the calleja, we recited the rosary.
As the angel didn't appear, the people really laughed at us
and told us: "Say a station!"

As we were finishing the station, he appeared to us.
It was a Friday. 12 We asked the angel who he was and why

he had come, but he didn't answer us.
When the apparition was over, the people were very excited

and said:
"Ah, my children, when you see the angel again, tell him

to forgive us for not believing."
And they started to cry.
Clementina was the most excited and wanted to call all

the people of the village, but by the time she got around to
it, the angel had disappeared.

Among those with us was an aunt of mine and another
woman. They told Clementina not to get worked up that way
and they said to her: "Did you see the angel, too?"

"No, I didn't see him," she answered. "But if you don't
believe in this, you don't believe in God."

She was so nervous that the other women also told her
not to get so excited. But she kept right on.

When we got back to the village, the women who had come
with us told everyone what had happened. The people were
very impressed by what they were told because they had
never heard or seen anything like this. •

Thursday, June 22 The People Said It Was Authentic
• The twenty second of June arrived. The day was spent in
the usual manner. The pastor of the village having heard
about the things the people saw, said that he was going to

12 Conchita's memory failed her here. The twenty-first was a
Wednesday.
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priests so that they could ask us questions. The priests did not
believe, but some of the others did. After a considerable
lapse of time, we looked at our legs which were covered
with lumps from pin pricks, pinches, and fingernail clawing.
This did not hurt us, but the marks remained. •

COMMENT Priests know that all kinds of people claim
to have visions and for that reason are extremely cautious
when appraising reports of apparitions. In the early days at
Garabandal, priests were not quick to believe as Conchita
points out. Eventually about a thousand priests saw the
girls in ecstasy and many believed.

Two types of mystical phenomenon are alluded to
above by Conchita for the first time, namely, excessive
weight and insensitivity. They will be discussed later.

Monday, June 26 No Apparition

• The twenty sixth of June arrived. 18 That day we didn't have
any apparition. Many people came and went away very dis-
illusioned because there was no apparition. •

Tuesday, June 27 No Apparition

• The twenty seventh of June arrived. We continued to be
delighted at having seen the angel smiling so much and accom-
panied by the sign. We went about our affairs in the same way
that we always did. The people went around talking about
what had happened. Those who had seen what had happened
talked to those who had not seen it in order to get them to
come and, sure enough, they all came.

Tuesday the twenty seventh there wasn't any apparition.
18 There is some confusion in the manner in which Conchita

relates the events from Monday, June 26, through Sunday, July 1.
It must be remembered that she wrote this section of the Diary
some time after the events of this particular week had taken place.
A few slight changes, mainly a regrouping of material, have been
made for reasons of order and clarity.

There were many people. In the evening, we went as usual to
recite the rosary at the calleja, and we said it with the people.
When we finished the rosary and didn't see the angel, we were
very sad because we thought that the people wouldn't come
back again. They went away very disillusioned. If God wants
it that way, that is the way it must be.

After praying, we went to say a station before the Blessed
Sacrament. Then we went home.

The people of the village believed and were very sad because
they thought that we wouldn't see the angel any more.

But the outsiders who had come didn't believe and they
went away laughing and saying all kinds of things. They
declared:

"As there are many people here and the girls are not suf-
ficiently used to putting on their little act, they don't dare to
to try it." •

COMMENT The reader will note again how uncon-
cerned Conchita is in her Diary about recording opinions
that are disparaging to her and her friends. It is highly im-
probable that she would do this if indeed she and her three
friends were "putting on an act" and making up the whole
story.

Wednesday, June 28 The People Share the Girls'
Disappointment—The Angel
Appears

• The twenty-eighth of June arrived. We were a little sad
because we hadn't seen the angel. We went to school. As we
left it, the people of the village noticing we were sad, cried
and kissed us, and said to us:

"Pray a lot for the angel to return!"
In the evening we went to the calleja and did as usual.

The people prayed the rosary with more faith than ever for
him to appear to us.

When we had finished reciting the litany, he appeared to
us and was smiling more than ever. We asked him why he had
come. He smiled but did not answer.


